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Marin Vodanović
Editor of the IOFOS
Newsletter
Department of
Dental
Anthropology,
School of Dental
Medicine,
University of
Zagreb, Croatia
vodanovic@sfzg.hr

Dear Readers

W

hen we were preparing
and reading the December
issue, and making plans for
the next year, no one had any idea
what would happen to us a few
months later. It was hard to imagine
that the whole world could be stopped
in just a few weeks, that our life habits
could change drastically, and that the
reason for that was invisible.

down the spread of the virus. The
image on the cover symbolizes the
world and our lives in our hands. Let's
stay responsible.
As many conferences have been
cancelled and held electronically, we
look forward to receive your reports
for the next issue of the newsletter.
Recommendations for the work of
forensic dentists in a pandemic setting
are also welcome for publication.

www.marinvodanovic.com

In mid-February, I participated in an
excellent international
conference
in
Khartoum, Sudan that
gathered together a
number of forensic
dentists from around
the world. Although
there was already
information about the
epidemic in some
parts of the world,
when we left, we
planned new meetings at the IOFOS
conference in Dubrovnik in September.
No one even suspected that our stay in
Sudan would be our last participation
in a conference in the way we were
used to. Just a few weeks after
returning, the world was stopped, and
the current way of life changed
irreversibly.

Your contributions
for the next issue
of
IOFOS
newsletter should
be sent up to
November
15th
2020. Your texts
should be in Word
(max. 2 pages,
1800 characters
per page and up
to 2 images),
accompanied by a portrait photo of the
author and affiliation data. More
details are available below in the
Instructions for authors. Contributions
should be sent by e-mail to
vodanovic@sfzg.hr.
Thank you!
Yours

The pandemic has taken its toll on our
health and lives. Although there are
still many unknowns about the virus
and the pandemic, there is some
insight into how it is possible to slow

Marin Vodanović
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Instructions for authors
IOFOS newsletter is published biannually in June and December.
Contributions should be sent by e-mail to vodanovic@sfzg.hr not later than
15 days before the month of publication. All contributions should be in
English as Microsoft Word documents (max. 2 pages). Do not include
images in the text. If any, images should be at the end of the text (max. 2
images). All information about forensic dentistry such as meeting reports,
news from national societies, forensic activity reports, future forensic
meeting announcements, etc. from IOFOS members and member societies,
as well as from other contributors are welcome. If you want to be included
on IOFOS mailing list and receive the newsletter by e-mail please write to
vodanovic@sfzg.hr.
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Dear Readers and Members of IOFOS,
Hrvoje Brkić
President of IOFOS
University of Zagreb
School of Dental
Medicine, Zagreb,
Croatia

brkic@sfzg.hr
www.brkic.eu

I

am glad that the new IOFOS
Newsletter has reached you, which
is slightly different in content from
the previous ones. The reason for this
is the pandemic caused by COVID-19,
which due to the introduction of
isolation and quarantine in some
countries of the world completely
interrupted the normal life of people,
but also the functioning of forensic
odonto-stomatology.
An
invisible
enemy called COVID19 ravaged the world
like
a
tsunami,
causing a grave mass
disaster
especially
among the elderly
population.

2020, where I promoted IOFOS and
met many colleagues from the IndoPacific region.
The big IOFOS project - the
international
university
textbook
Forensic Odonto-Stomatology by IOFOS
has been completed. A large number of
internationally recognized authors
from around the world from 22
universities and institutes have
published a textbook for students,
forensic
odontologists and all
those interested in
our field of work. This
textbook
was
supposed
to
be
promoted
on
September 11th in
Dubrovnik in the
presence of authors,
editors and reviewers - Kurt W. Alt and
Irena Dawidson, but was unfortunately
postponed due to the pandemic for
the September 2021. The textbook was
published by Naklada Slap - a
propulsive Croatian publisher and was
proofread by Elsevier. You can read
more about the textbook on the pages
of this newsletter. This is an
opportunity to thank all the authors,
co-editors, reviewers and publishers
for their selfless help and two years of
work in creating this work.

Numerous
congresses
and
forensic international
and national gatherings were cancelled
or postponed, but on the other hand,
isolation enabled us to complete a lot
of professional and scientific studies
and publish them in scientific journals.
Some forensic odontologists have
designed free online webinars and
educated interested colleagues. The
exchange of information, results and
protocols via social networks has
enabled their rapid application within
our work.
As the President of IOFOS, I actively
participated in the work of the 7th
INPAFO World conference held in
Khartoum from 15th to 17th February

Due to the postponement of the
General Assembly for September 3rd in
2021, when the IOFOS Triennial
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Congress is scheduled (September 1st3rd, 2021), the presidential election
will be held online on September 11th,
2020. National associations that have
regularly performed their duty will
participate in the voting. I appeal to all
national presidents to send updated
information: the name of the president
and secretary, contact e-mail and
website.

Without the present discomfort caused
by quarantine and isolation and with a
wish for you to stay healthy and to
realize all our visions, I cordially greet
you.
Sincerely,
Hrvoje Brkić
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IOFOS BOARD: important
information from the Secretary

Ricardo Henrique
Alves da Silva
Chair, Forensic
Odontology - USP School of Dentistry
of Ribeirão Preto,
Brazil
Secretary – IOFOS,
2017-2020
ricardohenrique@usp.br

T

his important message was sent
via email to all the national
societies’ members of IOFOS
and, now, published on IOFOS
Newsletter. First, IOFOS Board 20172020, hope this message find you, your
family and friends, as well as all Forensic
Odontologists in your country in good
health during this period of the
pandemic of the COVID-19.

online General Assembly on September
11th, 2020. The specific information
and agenda will be sent soon.
In order to allow the participation of
one representative per national society
member of IOFOS, the membership fee
needs to be regular. Therefore, we
kindly ask the national societies to
contact the Treasurer, Prof. Patrick
Thevissen
(patrick.thevissen@kuleuven.be),
in
order to make your membership regular
and allow the participation of one
representative member of the national
society in the online General Assembly.
For more information about the
membership fee at:

As widely shared on IOFOS website and
social media, due to the pandemic, the
Triannual Conference of Forensic
Odontology that would take place in
Dubrovnik, Croatia, September 9th –
11th, is postponed to the next year
(2021). The new date for this amazing
conference is September 1st - 3rd,
2021. In addition, connected to this, the
IOFOS elections will happen through an

http://www.iofos.eu/?page_id=560

General Assembly agenda - Online Meeting, September 11th, 2020
1. Report - President of IOFOS
2. Report - General Secretary
3. Report - Treasurer
4. Report - JFOS Editor
5. Voting for the President (2020-2023)
6. Presentation of the new IOFOS Board (2020 - 2023): closing remarks
and action plan
7. Brief Communications - National Societies member of IOFOS
8. Final Messages - IOFOS Board
Please send to Secretary the name and email address of the National
Representative who will be voting on September 11th!
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Ashith B. Acharya
Secretary, Indian
Association of
Forensic
Odontology
ashith.acharya@sdmcds
.edu

S. BalaGopal
President, Indian
Association of
Forensic
Odontology

Report on the Activities of the
Indian Association of Forensic
Odontology (IAFO), June 2019
to May 2020

T

he Indian Association of Forensic
Odontology (IAFO) was formed in
2000 and was registered under
the Indian Register of Societies in 2002.
Over the past 19 years the Association
has grown steadily in terms of outreach
and membership and currently has 492
members. The IAFO Executive usually
meets once every three months and it
has met four times in the last year —
once each in Chennai, New Delhi,
Mumbai and in April 2020 via videoconference (owing to travel restrictions
imposed following COVID-19 outbreak).

presentations. The conference included
several keynote lectures from the field
of
Forensic
Odontology
and
Anthropology from renowned speakers
including Prof. Patrick Thevissen, Prof.
Roberto Cameriere, Prof. Ruma Purkait,
Dr. Gowri Vijay Reesu, Dr. Ashith
Acharya, Dr. Jagmahender Sehrawat
and Dr. Hemlata Pandey among others.
The special attraction of this conference
was a high-level panel discussion on and
a half-day symposium by International
Committee of Red Cross on
Humanitarian
Forensics
with
international experts including Dr.
Jayanie Weeratna, Dr. Ashith Acharya
Dr. Samarika Dahal and Dr. Abraham
Johnson. Preconference workshops on
Human Dental Age Estimation by Prof.
Patrick Thevissen (KU Leuven, Belgium),
Oral Autopsy – A practical approach by
Dr. Gowri Vijay Reesu (Ph.D. researcher,
Dundee University, Scotland) with Prof
M. Sreenivas (Maulana Azad Medical
College, Delhi, India) and Age
estimation Project: Our Methods,
Experiences
and
Practice
(Anthropologist,
University
of
Macerata, Italy) with Prof. Priyanka
Kapoor & Prof. Aman Chowdhry
(Faculty of Dentistry, Jamia Millia

The IAFO has a decade-old official
publication, the Journal of Forensic
Dental Sciences, which is currently in its
11th volume and is available at
http://www.jfds.org.
Since 2002, the IAFO has been
organising National Conferences and in
2019 the 17th National Conference was
held on 21-22 September at the
national capital, New Delhi. The
conference had received IOFOS
patronage and was attended by 250
delegates from various states of the
country and also from other countries
including Australia, Israel, Sri Lanka and
Nepal with over 113 scientific
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Islamia, New Delhi, India) were other
highlights.

along the sidelines of the 17th IAFO
Conference.

The flagship-training programme of the
IAFO—the one-year Indian Board of
Forensic
Odontology
Fellowship
programme—saw sixteen enrolled
member-dentists qualify as Fellows
following hands-on training and
lectures by experienced forensic
odontologists, forensic medical experts
and dentists in multiple contact
programmes in New Delhi, the finale

Apart from this, members of the IAFO
have also been lecturing and serving as
resource faculty in other workshops and
training programmes across India,
further disseminating practical knowhow amongst dentists and forensic
professionals in India, as well as
contributing to forensic dental
casework across the country.

Figure 1 IAFO Preconference course by Prof Patrick Thevissen

Figure 2 Release of IAFO Conference souvenir
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XI Annual Meeting of SOFIA

Gabriel M. Fonseca
President of the
Sociedad de
Odontoestomatólo
gos Forenses
Iberoamericanos
(SOFIA, IOFOS
member since
2017)
Director of the
Postgraduate and
Research Office,
Faculty of Dentistry,
Universidad de La
Frontera (Temuco,
Chile)
gabriel.fonseca@ufronte
ra.cl

(September 25-28, 2019,
Cusco, Peru)

D

During September 25-28, 2019,
the beautiful Peruvian city of
Cusco (the historic capital of
the Inca Empire from the 13th-century
until the 16th-century), was the host
city of the XI Annual Meeting of the
Sociedad de Odontoestomatologos
Forenses Iberoamericanos (SOFIA). The
meeting was co-organized by the
Sociedad Peruana de Odontologia
Legal,
Forense
y
Criminalistica
(SPOLFOC) and the Universidad
Cientifica del Sur, and with the
patronage of the International
Organization for Forensic OdontoStomatology (I.O.F.O.S.).

odontologists from Argentina, Bolivia,
Chile, Peru and the Dominican Republic,
and sought to reinforce the contents
and protocols proposed by INTERPOL
and adhered by I.O.F.O.S. for an
appropriate response of DVI teams (Fig.
1).
The meeting also had for three days the
presentation of ten scientific lectures
and six discussion panels with speakers
from Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia,
Colombia, Chile, México, Perú and the
Dominican Republic, in addition to the
honorable participation of lectures
from Spain and Italy. “Claims for
professional liability in dentistry”,
“Anthropology
and
facial
reconstruction”, “Study of mummies
and archaeology”, “Identification of oral
patterns
in
mortuary”
and
“Odontologists participating in the
diagnosis of violence against women
and domestic violence” were some of
the topics addressed at the meeting.

The scientific activities began with two
powerful activities: the 1st Course on
Photogrammetry, led by Dr. Juan Carlos
Quiroz Mejia (Peru); and the 2nd edition
of the workshop “Disaster Victim
Identification” led by Dr. Ricardo
Henrique Alves da Silva (Brazil,
Secretary of I.O.F.O.S.) and by Dr.
Gabriel M. Fonseca (Argentina,
President of SOFIA). This intense
training was attended by enthusiastic

For the third consecutive year, SOFIA
presented the Annual Award “Dr. Mario
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Cantin”, a tribute established by SOFIA
to promote research in young scientists.
The representative of Peru, Julissa
Dulanto-Vargas, won the prize of US $
300 with her study entitled “Human age
estimation based on the measurement
of the volume of the cavity/pulp
chamber using Cone Beam computed
tomography in samples from Spain,
Brazil and Peru” (Fig. 2).

postgraduate programs in forensic
dentistry”, “Student support and
international
exchange”,
“Basic
training” and “Research interaction”
were some of the relevant approaches
taken by this first CESFO 2019
Ibero-America has sought to insert itself
strongly into the vertiginous academic
and scientific movement that is making
forensic odonto-stomatology in recent
years. SOFIA, together with its allied
associations throughout Latin America,
continues to be vigilant in the search for
standardization and quality for the
performance of tasks that are the
responsibility of this specialty. Although
the pandemic has significantly affected
the possibility of meeting us -at least
physically- during 2020, bringing
territorial distances closer through a
common language of standards,
research and innovation, should be a
focus of future work if we want to
implement mechanisms to ensure
quality of our practices.

Probably one of the most important
landmarks of the meeting was CESFO
2019: the 1st Committee for
Educational Standardization in Forensic
Odonto-stomatology. This initiative
sought to bring together teachers and
professors of this area to “unite criteria,
share experiences, agree on content
and program actions aimed at mutual
collaboration, academic exchange, and
the generation of agreements between
academics and institutions in forensic
odontology”. CESFO 2019 Board was
composed by President Ricardo
Henrique Alves da Silva (Brazil),
Secretary
Gabriel
M.
Fonseca
(Argentina), Vocals Wendy Velezmoro
Montes (Peru), Eva Chavez Carpio
(Mexico), Alfonso Casas (Colombia),
Walter Castedo (Bolivia) and the
Certifying Officer Jesus Quiroz Mejia
(Peru). Topics such as “Minimum
content in the teaching of under and

That is our greatest wish: that science is
the best way to communicate with each
other.
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Figure 1 Lecturers and attendees at the 2nd edition of the Workshop “Disaster Victim
Identification”

Figure 2 Julissa Dulanto-Vargas (Peru) receives the award from Dr. Claudina Avalos (SOFIA
Treasurer), 3rd edition of the SOFIA’s Annual Award “Dr. Mario Cantin”
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Francesco Pradella

18th bi-annual International
Symposium of Forensic
Dentistry from December 3 –
6, 2019, Munich, Germany

JFOS assistant
editor
francesco.pradella@gm
ail.com

T

he Medical Academy of the
German Armed Forces in Munich
[Sanitätsakademie
der
Bundeswehr] was the venue for the
18th
bi-annual
International
Symposium of Forensic Dentistry from
December 3 – 6, 2019.

has been very interesting and very well
attended and offered an invaluable
possibility to have an insight of the
matter of application of forensic
odontology from a military perspective
and the civil-military approach.
Upon arrival at the Academy, an ice
breaker event took place on December
3rd with typical Bavarian dishes, set up
to meet old and new friends and
colleagues.

The organization of the meeting, in
charge of COL Christoph Hemme – who
is currently the chairman of the NATO
COMEDS Dental Service Panel - and his
staff, has been flawless in all of its
aspects.

The core part of the meeting was
opened the following day by the
welcome adresses of GEN Dr. Holtherm
of the German Armed Forces Medical
Academy, of CPT (Navy) Dr. Bieber, the
senior dental officer of the Bundeswehr
and president of the section of the
defence dental services (SDFDS) of FDI,
of the IOFOS vice president Prof.
Rüdiger Lessig and by COL Christoph
Hemme, organizer of this international
meeting who lead through the program.

Around 150 participants from 25
countries from all over the world
attended the meeting (mainly military
personnel from NATO nations and
Partnership for Peace countries as well
as some civil participants from Germany
(BKA and researchers), Switzerland,
Italy, Portugal, Norway).
Following the NATO standardisation
agreement (STANAG 2464/AMedP-3.1)
the symposium focused on the
contribution of forensic odontology to
the building of resilience. The meeting

The first presentations about the role of
forensic dentistry in the military context
were given by participants from PfP
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countries, Serbia (LtCol Pijevcevic and
Stefanovic), Israel (LtCol N. Protter) and
Singapore (MAJ Chong).

presentations from Dr. R. Wagner, D,
and MAJ (res) Horn, D, followed.
An interesting presentation about the
current validity and significance of
application of the bitemark analysis in
ID criminal cases was finally given by
Prof. M. Perrier, CH.

The following presentations given by US
and Dutch speakers focused on
deployment and on experiences in
military exercises. Prof. Em. Tore
Solheim from Oslo closed the day with a
presentation about quality assurance in
dental identification. That same day, a
very pleasant social event took place for
dinner in a typical Bavarian restaurant
(Augustiner Brauerei) close to the city
centre.

The following day (December 6th)
presentations were dedicated to the
civil/military cooperation in ID
operations and forensic medicine. Prof.
R. Lessig, D, presented the case of the
cooperation in Germany between civil
(BKA member Tauthenhahn, Prof.
Lessig) and military members (MAJ
Nippe);
LtCol
Wochermayr,
A,
presentation was about the civil
inappropriate interferences in the
recent Ethiopian Airline crash disaster
ID operations; COL Annuar from
Malaysia reported a case of forensic
archeology.

A magistral lecture by Prof.
Schmelzeisen from University Freiburg
(D) opened the following workday. Prof.
Schmelzeisen’s much appreciated
lecture was about techniques of craniofacial reconstruction of battlefield oralmaxillo-facial lesions, full of erudite and
very interesting historical and artistic
references.

COL Hemme closed the meeting with a
presentation of the recent updates of
the NATO STANAG 2464/AMedP-3.1
documents and a resumee of the
meeting with a friendly farewell to the
next edition of the event to be held in
2021.

MAJ Genevieve Poitras from the Royal
Canadian Dental Corps presented an
interesting case report about dental
identification of WWII remains of a
Canadian soldier in Europe.
Presentations followed about forensic
dentistry training in the ADF (SQNLDR
Soon, Australia), a bus accident in
Madeira (Prof. C. Pereira, P), the overall
role of forensic odontologists (Dr. C.
Grundmann, D), DVI operations of the
New Zealand Dental Force (Dr. Salter,
Maj. Hannah, NZ).

I must say that the time of the year
couldn’t have been more favourable:
Munich is really wonderful and joyful in
Christmas time and the participants had
the occasion to take advantage of the
fascinating atmosphere strolling around
the city, its monuments and its
Christmas markets.

A proposal for a new code to be used in
DVI operations was presented by the
Spanish LtCol Chicon and scientific
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7th INPAFO World Conference,
15 – 17 February 2020,
Khartoum, Sudan
Khalid Khalid

Forensic
Odontology
Department
Faculty of Dentistry
Nile University
Khartoum, Sudan

drkhalidonline@yahoo.com

T

he 7th Indo-Pacific Academy of
Forensic Odontology (INPAFO)
Conference was held at Coral
Hotel, Khartoum, Sudan from 15th –
17th February 2020. The main theme of
the conference was missing persons.
Khartoum, with its unique location at
the junction between While Nile and
Blue Nile where greater River Nile is
formed, was so happy to host INPAFO
international conference. This was the
first time such
a conference
is being held outside the Indian
Continent. The official opening of the
Conference was on Sunday, February
16, 2020. The Attorney General of
Sudan and many officials and
ambassadors honored it.

The Conference hosted more than
thirty-five scientists and professors
representing
sixteen
different
countries: Iceland, Norway, Sweden,
Italy,
Croatia,
Moldova,
India,
Indonesia, U.A.E, K.S.A, Egypt, Ethiopia,
Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa and
U.S.A. A total number of 300
participants
from
different
backgrounds: dentists, doctors, forensic
scientists, nurses, medical and dental
students,
prosecutors,
lawyers,
representative of civil society and
representative of the families of missing
persons were attended the conference.
There was a valuable and noticeable
contribution of dental students from Al
Bayan College of Science and
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Technology. This conference is
expected to be the biggest African
forensic event during 2020.

3.

Out of thirty-nine lectures during the
conference,
twenty-four
keynote
lectures in the fields of forensic
odontology, forensic medicine and
forensic science were conducted. Most
of their contents revolved around
different experiences in dealing with
missing cases and the identification of
victims.

4.
5.

6.

7.

Fourteen workshop took place during
the days of the conference. More than
250 dentists, doctor, forensic scientists
and dental students had been trained
during these activities. The major
workshops that discussed forensic
odontology topics were:

Emilio Nuzzolese, Dr. Evi Untoro
and Dr. Ranjeet Singh.
Age estimation Project by Prof. Dr.
Roberto Camerire.
Dental Age Determination in Adults
by Prof. Dr. Hrvoje Brkic.
Bite Mark workshop by Prof. Dr. R.
K. Gorea, Prof. Dr. Neeraj Taneja
and Prof. Dr. Shalini Gupta.
Dental Anthropology in forensic
dentistry and paleodontology by
Prof. Dr. Marin Vodanovic.
Introduction to forensic odontology
by Dr. Hemlata Pandey.

There
was
students`
research
competition during the conference.
Three groups of dental students from
Khartoum University and Nile University
competed to win the prize. Israa Berir, a
fifth year dental student, from
University of Khartoum, with a research
titled “Estimation of dental age using
Harris and Nortijie method in a
Sudanese population sample” won the
prize of the best student research in the
conference.

1. Identification
by
forensic
odontology by: Prof. Dr. Tore
Solhiem, Prof. Dr. Hakan Mornstad,
Prof. Dr. Svend Richter.
2. DVI & Unidentified Missing Persons
Identification with Hands-On of
“Interpol DVI Protocol” by Prof. Dr.

17

MEETING REPORTS
Newsletter of the INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION for FORENSIC ODONTO-STOMATOLOGY (IOFOS)
Volume 42, Issue 1, June 2020 | www.iofos.eu

The conference released some
recommendation that shared with the
government and the media. One of the
recommendation was to establish a
special center for identification on the
national
level
(Sudan
National
Identification Center). In addition to,
adoption
of
the
International
Committee of Red Cross guidelines
regarding missing persons and to call for
a regional DVI team based in Khartoum.

After visiting old Meroe pyramids, we
head to Sabaloga waterfalls where we
spent our night after enjoying a
traditional Sudanese band performing
their show in Sabaloga resort. In the
morning, we visited Sabloga waterfalls
before returned back to Khartoum.
It was my honor to host such a
conference with all those colleagues
from different parts of the world. It gave
us a chance to have all those experts in
one place to feed us from their
knowledge and experiences in the
forensic field. They were also gave a real
motivation to all dentists and dental
students who attended the conference
to be more interested on the growing
forensic odontology field in Sudan.

After the conference, an archeological
touristic trip to Al-Bajrawiya and
Sabaloga waterfalls was took place. AlBajrawiya is one the most beautiful
destinations in Sudan where you can
exposed to an important part of history
of Sudan. The trip started at 9:00 a.m.
where the buses head directly from
Khartoum to Al-Bajrawiya through
Atbara road. The trip took about 4
hours.
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Odontology
Chair, Forensic
Odontology - USP School of Dentistry
of Ribeirão Preto,
Brazil
Secretary – IOFOS,
2017-2020
ricardohenrique@usp.br

15th Brazilian Meeting of
Forensic Odontology
Postponed due to the
pandemic of COVID-19

T

he Brazilian Meeting of Forensic
Odontology is the largest and
most important conference
related to Forensic Dentistry in Brazil
and this amazing event has been held
on a biennial basis since 1992.
Unfortunately, this year, due to the
pandemic of COVID-19, we need to
postpone this amazing Congress to the
next year. The new date is not clear yet,
as the Organizing Committee is
analyzing the epidemiological evidence
in Brazil and, as soon as possible, we will
inform the new date.

Legal) will be held in the beautiful city of
Ribeirão Preto (São Paulo State), 300km
from the city of São Paulo, and we’d
love to have you with us!
This edition of the Congress is organized
by the Brazilian Association of Forensic
Odontology (ABOL) and Forensic
Odontology at USP – School of Dentistry
of Ribeirão Preto, and expect to host
more than 400 attendees and around
100 speakers, including Brazilian and
international
undergraduate
and
graduate students, professors and
professional in the different fields of
Forensic Odontology. A lot of
information and knowledge shared
through theoretical lectures as well as
practical courses and workshops,
including international rooms, with
presentations in Spanish and in English,
combined with networking, cultural and
social activities. It is a great opportunity
to check what is new in Forensic
Odontology and be in touch with
professionals all over Brazil and other
countries that work in Forensic
Odontology and related fields.

At this moment (March 30th, 2020), we
already have around 200 attendees
registered in our Conference and your
registration is ensured. You do not need
to worry about this. Moreover, we had
more than 30 Speakers confirmed when
we decided to postpone the Congress,
including international speakers that we
hope they can be with us in the next
year.
The 15th Brazilian Meeting of Forensic
Odontology (in Portuguese, 15o
Congresso Brasileiro de Odontologia
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So, all the international community and
IOFOS family are invited to join us in this
amazing meeting. As soon we can reopen the registration, all the
information will be shared on websites
and social media. In addition, if you are
interested to attend and need more
information, feel free to contact us:
ricardohenrique@usp.br – and, for all
the updates and information, follow our
social media (all the information are
published in Portuguese, English and
Spanish): @cbol2020 on Instagram and
Facebook.

If you were expecting a good excuse to
spend some time in Brazil and visit our
wonderful country – this is your chance!
Attend the 15th Brazilian Meeting of
Forensic Odontology! You are welcome
to Ribeirão Preto! You are welcome to
Brazil!
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Belgian forensic odontology
and radiology joint PhD project
completed
Jannick De Tobel
UZ Leuven, Forensic
Odontology
Leuven, Belgium
jannick.detobel@gmail.
com

W

ith the last paper accepted
for publication on May 8th,
2020, the PhD project of
Jannick De Tobel came to an end. On
March 22nd, 2019, he defended his PhD
thesis on “Multi-factorial forensic age
estimation:
Combining
magnetic
resonance imaging of the third molars,
the left wrist and both clavicles”. The
project was a collaboration of Ghent
University, KU Leuven and the
Netherlands Forensic Institute. Prof. dr.
Koenraad Verstraete (Radiology, Ghent
University, Belgium) and prof. dr.
Patrick Thevissen (Forensic Odontology,
KU Leuven, Belgium) acted as
promoters of the project, with prof. dr.
Constantinus
Politis
(Oral
and
Maxillofacial Surgery, KU Leuven,
Belgium) as co-promoter.

and family. A similar diversity was
represented in the international
members
of
the
examination
committee, with two pediatric dentists,
a special care dentist, an orthodontist,
two
radiologists,
a
pediatric
nephrologist, and a computer engineer.
The committee judged the scientific
output of the PhD project to be of very
high quality and appreciated the
mixture of pure science and societal
outreach.
A digital or printed version of the PhD
thesis can be obtained by contacting the
author at jannick.detobel@gmail.com.
A list of publications and presentations
can
be
accessed
at
https://biblio.ugent.be/person/002005
180865. Jannick De Tobel continues his
research activities on the borders of
disciplines by studying age estimation,
as well as multiparametric MRI in head
and neck tumours.

The multi-disciplinary nature of the PhD
topic was reflected by the diversity in
the audience at the defense, with
forensic odontologists, dentists, oral
and maxillofacial surgeons, radiologists,
researchers, policy makers, and friends
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Summary of the thesis

anatomical structures should be
combined to increase the accuracy.
However, large scale studies using
ionizing radiation to study development
in healthy volunteers would not be
ethically justifiable. Thus, to date, no
uniform approach to combine the
information of different anatomical
structures has been proposed. Finally,
no
internationally
accepted
standardized approach is available to

Current age estimation methods rely on
radiographs
and/or
computed
tomography (CT) to visualize developing
structures. However, these methods
show major drawbacks. Firstly, they
necessitate exposure to ionizing
radiation, without a medical diagnostic
or therapeutic indication. Thus, in
certain countries, their use is

Figure 1 A multidisciplinary audience attended the public defense, together with friends and
family.

estimate age. This causes discrepancies
between age estimation results from
different institutions, whether in
different countries, or even from within
the same country.

considered not to be ethically justifiable
in civil and asylum procedures. Neither
is their use ethically justifiable to verify
age in sports. Secondly, superposition
of anatomical structures can hamper
the interpretation of radiographs,
because the image is a projection.
Conversely, superposition is eliminated
when CT is used, since that imaging
modality renders slices through the
targeted
structures.
Thirdly,
developmental information of different

As a response to the drawbacks of the
current approach, the use of magnetic
resonance imaging (MRI) is investigated
as an alternative to radiographs and CT.
This imaging modality renders slices
through the examined anatomical
structures, without using ionizing
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radiation. Consequently, it allows
studying
different
anatomical
structures of the same individual
simultaneously in an ethically justifiable
way. The current PhD project includes
the joint efforts made in Belgium and
the Netherlands to strive for an
optimization of age estimation. The
project builds upon the foundations laid
at Ghent University and the KU Leuven,
reinforced by the Netherlands Forensic
Institute. The study population included
335 healthy Belgian and Dutch
Caucasian volunteers from 14 to 26
years old (with some exceptions from 6

sites for age estimation in adolescents
and young adults.
Combining the three anatomical sites
yielded the
best performance.
Particularly around the age of 18, all
three sites contributed significantly to
the age estimation. Based on the
current
study
population,
the
performance of the multi-factorial
model was as follows:
- In females, the mean absolute error
equaled 1.41 years; the mean width of
95% prediction interval equaled 5.91

Figure 2 Part of the examination committee, the promoters, and the candidate. From left to right:
prof. dr. Luc Martens (Pediatric Dentistry, UGent), prof. dr. Luc Marks (Special Care in Dentistry),
prof. dr. Koenraad Verstraete (Radiology, UGent), dr. Jannick De Tobel, prof. dr. Patrick Thevissen
(Forensic Odontology, KU Leuven), prof. dr. Helen Liversidge (Pediatric Dentistry, Dental
Anthropology, Queen Mary University of London), dr. Martin Urschler (Computer Science and
Electrical Engineering, Ludwig Boltzmann Institut für Klinisch-Forensische Bildgebung, Graz), prof.
dr. Jan Casselman (Radiology, UGent, Universiteit van Antwerpen).

to 30 years old). They underwent 3
Tesla MRI of all third molars, the left
wrist and both clavicles, since it is
recommended to combine those three

years; the proportion of correctly
classified adults was 93%; and the
proportion of correctly classified minors
was 91%.

23

EDUCATION
Newsletter of the INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION for FORENSIC ODONTO-STOMATOLOGY (IOFOS)
Volume 42, Issue 1, June 2020 | www.iofos.eu

- In males, the mean absolute error
equaled 1.36 years; the mean width of
95% prediction interval equaled 5.49
years; the proportion of correctly
classified adults was 94%; and the
proportion of correctly classified minors
was 90%.

Funding

With the current PhD project, a
statistically appropriate method was
presented, ready to be enriched with
data from other groups.
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NEW textbook: Forensic
Odonto-Stomatology by IOFOS
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From reviews

techniques is rapid, so such special
books are an absolute necessity. And
these books will find a market, if the
concept is designed like this, i.e. as a
textbook for students and as a guide for
practitioners. Thus, it will also close a
gap to general forensics, where dental
forensics is usually neglected. Judging
from the information given, I think that
the subject is being covered adequately
by the proposal. Under the current
concept, I can say also that the material
presented in the textbook is following a
logical manner. All in all the proposed
book is an important book, and it will
find its special readership: researchers
and practitioners from forensic
medicine, dental forensics and dental
anthropology, but can also serve as an
interesting
reference
work
for
physicians and anthropologists in

“The subject of the proposed book is of
current interest. Our world is not always
peaceful, neither privately nor
politically. And there are always natural
disasters or other events where many
people die. Here the teeth as the most
important anatomical structures in the
field of identification are still a valuable
help. This is why we also speak of Dental
Fingerprinting. And the fact is, no
doubt, that teeth, because they are
frequently better preserved than
bones, represent an important
biological source material about our
present and past. For various reasons, it
can be assumed that this book will not
be an update alone. The development
of methods in medicine, life sciences
and in the development of imaging
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general. In my opinion, the book
represents the state of research or the
state-of-the-art in the field, which it
describes: dental forensics”.

Univ.-Prof. Dr. Kurt W. Alt
Danube Private University
Krems-Stein
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“This is a genuine international
cooperation that brings together the
works of experts in all the different
fields of forensic odontology. Answers
to most questions that can be imagined
can be found here, also such often
overlooked subjects as dental charting
and quality assurance. It is not possible
to recount all chapters and all authors in

this review but I have met most of them.
At scientific conferences, at the Interpol
DVI meetings, and some also at work on
disaster sites, after the tsunami that
devastated the countries around the
Bengal Bay on December 26th, 2004 or
the Bali bombing in 2002.
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Forensic odontology is a small discipline
and we, the forensic odontologists,
comprise
a
small
community.
Nevertheless, the importance of the
contribution of the science of forensic
odontology makes up a huge and
important part of many forensic

investigations, in the past, in the
present and certainly in the future”.
Irena Dawidson DDS, PhD
RATTSMDICINALVERKET,
Forensic
odontology section, Solna Sweden,
Chair Forensic Odontology Sub-Working
Group on DVI, Interpol
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