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Instructions for authors 

IOFOS newsletter is published biannually in June and December. Contributions should be 

sent by e-mail to vodanovic@sfzg.hr not later than 15days before the month of publication. 

All contributions should be in English as Microsoft Word documents. Do not include 

images in the text. If any, images should be at the end of the text. All information about 

forensic dentistry such as meeting reports, news from national societies, forensic activity 

reports, future forensic meeting announcements, etc. from IOFOS members and member 

societies, as well as from other contributors are welcome. If you want to be included on 

IOFOS mailing list and receive the newsletter by e-mail please write to vodanovic@sfzg.hr. 

Dear Readers 

 elcome on the pages of 

new issue of the IOFOS 

newsletter. 

The first half of this year was packed  

with various forensic meetings, 

conferences and workshops held 

worldwide: from warm 

India to cold Svalbard. 

Some of them are 

reported in this issue and 

I would like to express my 

gratitude to all the 

authors for their valuable 

contributions. In this 

issue you can find news 

from national societies, 

meeting reports, 

examples of good 

practice in forensic 

dentistry education and a book review. 

I wish a warm welcome to the Indo 

Pacific Academy of Forensic 

Odontology (INPAFO) – a new member 

of the IOFOS family. Prof. Rakesh 

Gorea and his team organized the 6th  

INPAFO 2019 World Conference in 

Chandigarh, India in February this year. 

I attended this conference and was 

impressed with more than 500 

delegates and more than 300 scientific 

presentations. It was really nice to see 

so many people interested in forensic 

dentistry in one place. This was an 

excellent example how the 

combination of experienced colleagues 

and younger co-workers powered by 

enthusiasm can make a successful 

meeting. My congratulations! 

I am looking 

forward to 

receiving your 

contributions 

for the next 

issue of IOFOS 

newsletter up 

until November 

15th 2019. Your 

texts should be 

in Word, 

accompanied 

by a portrait 

photo of the author and affiliation 

data. Contributions should be sent by 

e-mail to vodanovic@sfzg.hr. 

Thank you! 

 

Yours  

Marin Vodanović 

 

 

W Marin Vodanović 

Editor of the IOFOS 

Newsletter 

 

Department of 

Dental 

Anthropology, 

School of Dental 

Medicine, 

University of 

Zagreb, Croatia 

 
vodanovic@sfzg.hr   

www.marinvodanovic.com    
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Dear Readers and Members of IOFOS, 

'm glad we are in touch again by 

shuffling the pages of our new 

edition of the IOFOS newsletter. 

We tried to gather all the information 

in our work field of forensic dentistry 

that came to our attention and to 

publish them in this summer edition. At 

the end of February and early March, 

education was held under the title: The 

Computer Program 

DVI System 

International ver. 5 & 

Medical Age 

Estimation - State of 

the Art. The venue 

was Longyearbyen on 

the Svalbard Island, 

only 1300km away 

from the North Pole. 

Apart from training 

and presentations, 

participants could enjoy the natural 

beauty of Svalbard and various 

activities that took place during the 

morning hours. 

Due to the high quality international 

gathering and a tempting location, 

dozens of participants from different 

parts of the world participated in the 

gathering. It is interesting to note that 

IOFOS's five former presidents 

participated at this gathering, and their 

joint photo is published on the 

newsletter site. 

This was an indispensable international 

meeting led by three world experts in 

the forensic odontology: professor 

emeritus Hakan Mornstad from 

Sweden, professor emeritus Tore 

Solheim from Norway and Professor 

emeritus Svend Richter from Iceland. 

The regular annual Interpol meeting 

was held in mid-May in Singapore with 

representatives from around the 

world. The Forensic Odontology Sub-

Working Group 

meeting was on 

Monday, May  

13th. You can 

read more about 

this set in the 

newsletters. 

IOFOS Members 

of the IOFOS 

Executive Board 

also attended the 

INTERPOL 

meeting - Ruediger Lessing and Ricardo 

Henrique Alves da Silva. 

Meanwhile, Indo Pacific Academy of 

Forensic Odontology - INPAFO has 

become the new member of IOFOS. 

INPAFO is a registered organization 

with the government of India and has 

about 230 members from different 

countries. It has organized 6 

conferences in different parts of India 

so far. Congratulations to the new 

member of the IOFOS! 

The IOFOS supported the organization 

of the National Conference of the 

Indian Association of Forensic 

I Hrvoje Brkić 

President of IOFOS 

 

University of Zagreb 

School of Dental 

Medicine, Zagreb, 

Croatia 

 

brkic@sfzg.hr    

www.brkic.eu  
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Odontology which will be held from 

20th-22nd of September 2019 in New 

Delhi, and the GCC Forensic 

Conference and Exhibition held from 

13th-14th November 2019 in Bahrain. I 

believe that some of you will be 

participating in these conferences and 

will share your experience with us 

through your report, which we will 

publish in the next issue of the IOFOS 

newsletter. 

Sincerely, 

Hrvoje Brkić 

 

Former and current 

Presidents of IOFOS: 

First row: Professor 

Vilma Pinchi (2011-

2017), Prof. Emeritus 

Hakan Monstard 

(1996-1999). Second 

row: Prof. Emeritus 

Tore Solheim (2002-

2005), Professor 

Hrvoje Brkić (2017-

2020). 
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he Indian Association of Forensic 

Odontology (IAFO) was formed 

in 2000 and was registered 

under the Indian Register of Societies 

in 2002. Over the past 18 years the 

Association has grown steadily in terms 

of outreach and membership and 

currently has 461 members. The IAFO 

Executive usually meets once every 

three months and it has met four times 

in the last year — once each in 

Ahmedabad, Goa, Kurnool and Salem.  

The IAFO has a decade-old official 

publication, the Journal of Forensic 

Dental Sciences, which is currently in 

its 10th volume and is available at 

http://www.jfds.org.  

Since 2002, the IAFO has been 

organising National Conferences and in 

2018 the 16th National and 1st 

International Conference was held on 

29-30 September at Goa in south-

western India. The conference had 

received IOFOS patronage and was 

attended by over 370 delegates from 

across the country and abroad. One of 

the highlights of the scientific event 

was the J.G. Kannappan Oration 

delivered by Prof. Vilma Pinchi of Italy, 

the Immediate Past President of the 

IOFOS and currently Editor of the 

Journal of Forensic Odonto-

stomatology. In addition, she organised 

a preconference workshop on age 

estimation. Two other workshops on 

forensic odontology were also 

organised by renowned faculties on the 

sidelines of the conference. Other 

workshops on forensic odontology, 

too, have been organised by dental 

institutes in India under the aegis of 

the IAFO. 

With a view towards imparting quality 

training in forensic odontology to 

dentists of the country, the IAFO has 

reinitiated its one-year Fellowship 

programme in October 2018. Sixteen 

dentists have enrolled in the 

programme which has qualified and 

experienced IAFO members serving as 

resource facility.  

Apart from this, members of the IAFO 

have also been lecturing and serving as 

resource faculty in other workshops 

and training programmes across India, 

further disseminating practical know-

T 

    

Ashith B. Acharya 

Secretary, Indian 

Association of 

Forensic 

Odontology 

 

ashith@ashithacharya.com   

 

  

Report on the activities of the 

Indian Association of Forensic 

Odontology (IAFO) 

June 2018 to May 2019 

    

Theogaraj Samraj 

President, Indian 

Association of 

Forensic 

Odontology 

 

samrajt@hotmail.com  

 

 

  

http://www.jfds.org/
mailto:ashith@ashithacharya.com
mailto:samrajt@hotmail.com


 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 

    F R OM  TH E  NATI ONA L S OC I E TI E S  

Newsletter of the INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION for FORENSIC ODONTO-STOMATOLOGY (IOFOS) 
Volume 41, Issue 1, June 2019 | www.iofos.eu 

7 

INVITATION TO IOFOS MEMBER SOCIETIES 

The next conference of the IAFO is its 17th National Conference and will be organised in 

New Delhi on 21-22 September 2019 and has been accorded patronage of the IOFOS. All 

members of member-societies of the IOFOS are invited to the conference. Details are 

available at https://iafodelhi2019.com/. 

how amongst dentists and forensic 

professionals in India, as well as 

contributing to forensic dental 

casework across the country. In 

September 2018, the IAFO President 

and Secretary were invited to the 1st 

Forensic Consultative Forum (FCF) 

organised by the International Centre 

of Humanitarian Forensics (ICHF), an 

initiative of the Regional Delegation of 

the International Committee of the Red 

Cross (ICRC) for India, Nepal, Bhutan 

and the Maldives. The FCF was aimed 

at identifying and evaluating the 

challenges and opportunities for 

dignified management of the dead 

including forensic human identification 

in India and to fashion applicable 

instruments, processes and procedures 

towards addressing such needs.

 

 

https://iafodelhi2019.com/
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or the fourth consecutive year, a 

European Visiting Program (EVP) 

was organized in Zagreb. From 

March 3rd to 9th Dental Medicine 

students from all over Europe had the 

opportunity to take part in lectures and 

workshops from all fields of study held 

at the School of Dental Medicine of the 

University of Zagreb. The project was 

attended by students from 11 

universities (University of Ljubljana, 

Faculty of Medicine, King's College 

London, Yeditepe University Istanbul, 

Altinbas University Istanbul, St. Cyril 

and Methodius University Skopje, Iuliu 

Haţiegan University of Cluj, University 

of Poznan, Wroclaw, University of 

Palacky Olomouc, Plovdiv Medical 

School, University of Carol Davila 

Bucharest). The EVP project, for the 

fourth year in a row, fulfilled one of the 

main goals of the Faculty of Dental 

Medicine and the University of Zagreb, 

namely international student and 

teacher mobility which contributes to 

F 

FORENSIC ODONTOLOGY 

FOR INTERNATIONAL 

STUDENTS IN CROATIA 

European Visiting Program for 

Dental Students (EVP) 

  

Hrvoje Brkić 

President of 

IOFOS 

 

University of 

Zagreb 

School of Dental 

Medicine, 

Zagreb, Croatia 

 

brkic@sfzg.hr    

www.brkic.eu  

 

  

  

 

mailto:brkic@sfzg.hr
http://www.brkic.eu/


 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 

E D U C ATI ON  

Newsletter of the INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION for FORENSIC ODONTO-STOMATOLOGY (IOFOS) 
Volume 41, Issue 1, June 2019 | www.iofos.eu 

9 

national excellence and international 

and regional recognisability.  

As part of this year's EVP, Professor 

Hrvoje Brkić held a workshop on Dental 

Age Assessment in Adults. Dental 

preparations were used and students 

evaluated structural changes of hard 

dental tissues, the different gradation 

of changes in attrition, secondary 

dentine, periodontal changes, 

cementum, root resorption and 

dentine transparency divided into 7 

stages according to Gunnar Johannson 

(1971). 

This topic was very interesting to 

students because it is not covered in 

the regular curriculum of Dental 

Schools. Students have shown great 

interest in the field of Forensic 

Odontology. 

Students have returned to their home 

Dental schools with the new 

knowledge and forensic skills for 

Dental age assessment in adults.  
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ndo-Pacific Academy of Forensic 

Odontology (INPAFO) has been 

leading the subject of forensic 

odontology to new heights in South-

Asian countries and beyond. In its 

quest to increase the standard of the 

subject and fulfilling its academic 

objectives it organised a world 

conference at Velvet Clarks Exotica, 

Chandigarh, India on 15-17th February 

2019. INPAFO under the leadership of 

the president Dr RK Gorea and his 

Think Tank team comprising of 

Forensic medicine and its allied 

subjects designed this conference to 

foster discussion and strengthen 

connections between eminent forensic 

experts, forensic researchers and 

policymakers. Pre-conference courses / 

workshops were organised on 15th 

February 2019 and conference was 

conducted on 16th and 17th February 

2019. Chief Guest of the event was 

Brigadier Dr Anil Kohli who was 

awarded Padma Sri (1992), Padma 

Bushan (2005) and B.C. Roy (2005). Dr 

NeerajTaneja (Organising Chairman of 

INPAFO 2019) added glory to 

conference by inviting 20+ 

distinguished speakers from 10 

different countries around the globe. 

Dr John R. Vanderkolk (USA), Dr. Emilio 

Nuzzolese (Italy), Dr Marin Vodanovic 

(Croatia), Dr Md. N Islam (Malaysia), 

Dr.Md Y PuteraMdYusof (Malaysia), Dr 

K Khalid (Sudan), Dr R D Jayasinghe (Sri 

Lanka) and Dr SamarikaDahal (Nepal) 

were some of eminent international 

speakers for INPAFO 2019. 

Some of the highlights of conference 

were:  

• 20+ keynote speakers,  

• 500+ delegates,  

• 300+ Scientific papers and posters, 

• 4 Pre-conference workshops (on 

Bite-mark, Dental Age estimation, 

Interpol Forms and Facial 

Approximation) held at 3 different 

venues/ colleges across state of 

Punjab, 

• Panel discussions, 

I 

 

Aman Chowdhry 

Joint Secretary 

(INPAFO) 

Faculty of Dentistry, 

Jamia Millia Islamia, 

New Delhi, India 

achowdhry@jmi.ac.in 

6th  INPAFO 2019 World 

Conference and IACFI events 

organised at Chandigarh 

(India) 

 

Rakesh K. Gorea 

President (INPAFO) 

NC Medical 

College, Israna, 

Panipat, India 

rakeshgorea@gmail.com 

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to 

change the world.”  

Nelson Mandela 
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• Social Programme: Cultural and 

Banquet night on 16th February 

2019. 

In a first of its kind initiative in the 

Republic of India, on 15th February 

2019 Indian Association of Craniofacial 

Identification (IACFI) was launched by 

the first president of association Dr OP 

Jasuja at Velvet Clarks Exotica, 

Chandigarh, India. The event had 

founder members and international / 

national invitees, and the outfit also 

brainstormed on the future of the 

association.  The event was 

successfully organised, coordinated 

and managed by Dr Hitesh Kumar. The 

Secretary General of association Dr 

AmanChowdhry has applied for 

registration of society and informed 

that logo and website of IACFI will also 

commence as soon as clearance from 

Indian authorities is received.  

It was commendable on the part of 

both the organisers to have the vision 

of holding these two events at such 

elaborate scale, to mark beginning of 

new era in subject of Forensic 

Odontology in India. 

 

 

 

 

 

IACFI launch: Prof. OP 

Jasuja (President 

IACFI) & Prof. RK 

Gorea (President 

INPAFO) along with 

International and 

National invitees. 

CD of the Souvenir 

being released by the 

eminent guests at the 

inaugural ceremony 

of the 6th INPAFO 

World Conference 
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he course was led by Tore 

Solheim, Håkan Mörnstad and 

Svend Richter. It was divided 

into two parts. The first part was about 

DVI, theory and training in the use of 

Plassdata. The second part was about 

age estimation. There were over 20 

participants from different parts of the 

world: Norway, Sweden. Denmark, 

South Africa, Nigeria, Germany, Italy, 

France, Switzerland, Australia, Croatia 

and Brazil.  A few weeks beforehand, 

we received an age estimation case to 

work with, and we were asked to write 

a report. We were also asked to take 

some ID cases of our own to work with 

in Plassdata. The reports were 

delivered to Tore on the first day. 

In addition to the course itself, there 

were planned activities every day. 

Wednesday the 27th of February was 

the first time we met each other. Each 

received a booklet with information 

about our fellow participants and the 

course plan itself. We began working 

right away on AM and PM registrations 

of the cases we were supposed to have  

taken with us. Our tour bus arrived at 9 

am Thursday the 28th of February, to 

take us on a guided tour of downtown 

Longyearbyen. Our guide was relatively 

inexperieinced, but did a good job of  

giving us useful and funny information 

about Svalbard. We also visited 

Svalbard Museum. The sightseeing 

took us past their church and “Mine nr. 

7”, Svalbard’s last remaining functional 

coal mine. We also passed the World 

Seed Vault. We learned about 

permafrost and how it affects the way 

of living in Svalbard. For lunch, we 

were served a typical Norwegian food 

called «fiskegrateng” (“fish gratin”) in a 

restaurant downtown. 

T 
 

Hazel Rødseth 

Bergen, Norway 

hazel_axinto@yahoo.com  

IOFOS course in DVI and age 

estimation  

Svalbard, February 26 to March 06, 

2019 
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We started the 28th’s course by 

continuing with AM and PM 

registrations. Afterwards, we were 

shown how to compare and register 

our conclusions. We had lectures about 

different experiences from DVI. Tore 

talked about the plane crash at the 

Opera mountain in Svalbard, where 

over 140 passengers and crew from 

Russia and Ukraine 

died. The overall 

situation was difficult 

because of the terrain 

and because of all the 

snow. Norwegian 

authorities wanted to 

do the identification 

themselves. The 

Russian and Ukranian 

authorities were 

allowed to observe 

during the 

identification process. 

In addition to the 

difficult terrain, the language barrier 

made it also difficult to communicate, 

and there were also different types of 

dental work on the deceased that were 

not familiar or not being done in 

Norway. The AM files 

were translated by the 

foreign DVI teams. 

Afterwards, Håkan 

talked about his 

experiences from the 

tsunami in Thailand. 

There were no 

established DVI 

routines in Thailand at 

that time. There were 

many remains left lying 

in the heat for days, 

before they finally were transported 

and later refrigerated. The 

identification of the locals was most 

difficult due to the lack of AM-journals. 

The remains of the foreigners were 

generally easier to identify because of 

better access to AM materials. Not only 

was language barrier a big problem, 

but so were the differences in 

experience within the DVI teams. On 

top of these problems, the body count 

was immense. They did not always 

agree on the best procedures. There 

were some improvisations made along 

the way. The DVI teams were also 
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offered debriefing after the end of 

each day.  

The final talk was Hermann Bernitz, 

South  Africa about what it is like to 

work as a forensic odontologist in 

Africa. In South Africa about 55 

murders are reported every day. This 

means a lot of identification work. He 

works for the university and is 

summoned when an experienced 

forensic odontologist is needed. But in 

some cases, eg. the collapse of the 

Nigerian church, even after all the PM 

registrations were recorded, he didn’t 

get the chance to do a comparison. 

This was because, without any reason, 

they decided that all the victims would 

be identified through DNA, and not 

through odontology. He gave us a little 

insight into the problems that he faces 

in Africa when doing forensic 

odontology, like the politics behind the 

need for identification, the chaotic   

traffic conditions , the rate of violence, 

working conditions, culture, the heat, 

and so on. And last, he showed us 

some tips on how to get access to 

teeth for examination and how to take 

x-rays of the «difficult dead». With 

“difficult dead”, he meant corpses that 

are in rigor mortis or extensive fire 

victims. 

For dinner, we got to 

taste reindeer burger, 

which many of the 

participants have not 

tasted before. It was a 

clear evening, and 

some of us got the 

chance to see the 

beautiful Northern 

lights. It was a very 

beautiful sight, but 

with a temperature of 

-22 degrees with cold 

gusts of wind, it was 

difficult to take pictures. I took off my 

glove for about one minute to take 

some pictures, and my fingers nearly 

froze! 

We started Friday March 1 by visiting 

«Mine nr 3», the biggest coal mine in 

Svalbard, but is no longer in use and 

now a sort of museum. The guide 

showed us, amongst other things, how 

the coal miners worked during those 

days, which equipment they used to 

get the coal and to safeguard 

themselves from a collapse. The work 

was hard because they had to work in 

difficult positions, in the dark, and in 

dangerous surroundings. We were 

shown how they communicated with 

each other and how they transported 

the coal out. We had to put on the coal 

miners’ clothes, including their helmets 

and lights. We experienced what it is  

like to be in an enclosed, pitch dark  

place. We also visited the very first 

seed vault and the world archive. 

Afterwards, we had lunch at the 
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guesthouse with Thai food cooked by 

the Thai housekeeping staff.  

Then in the course we did DVI 

comparisons. We matched AM and PM 

journals and were shown different the 

methods we can use. We were 

surprised by how fast one can find 

matches with the help of Plassdata. It 

was not easy to navigate the program, 

but so long as one followed the manual 

exactly, this was not a big problem. 

Dentist Solveig Anna Þorvaldsdóttir 

original from Iceland talked about 

living in Svalbard and what it is like to 

be the only dentist in the entire area. 

Svalbard has many tourists and the 

clinic handles a lot of acute patients. 

She said that the dental health of a lot 

of the inhabitants in the area is not so 

good and most patients take a lot of 

time to treat. As a dentist, she is also a 

part of Svalbard’s emergency team. 

They handle accidents that happen. 

She is given different responsibilities in 

this team, even responsibilities that go 

beyond her dental profession, such as 

being the organisation leader when an 

event happens. 

Ricardo Henrique Alves Da Silva is a 

professor in forensic odontology in Sao 

Paulo, Brazil. He showed us how 

forensic odontology is a recognized and 

accepted branch within odontology in 

Brazil. They have both theoretical and 

practical activities that are especially 

designed to show their students all the 

possibilities that exist within forensic 

odontology. In speciality study, the 

dentists can get practical training in 

forensic odontology work. In the 

continuing education, dentists are 

offered courses that are directly 

related to DVI, facial reconstruction, 

control of dental work, amongst others 

for insurance purposes, and so on. 

According to Ricardo, they are very 

open to suggestions on how to make 

the education more exciting. He 

showed us some pictures of how 

students pretend to be part of an 

autopsy, and pictures of a lake where 

they have submerged and buried pig 

cadavers to train on. 

Saturday the 2nd of March was snow 

scooter day. We put on some warm 

clothes, helmets, balaclavas, mittens 

and boots. We were shown how to 

drive a scooter. Then we drove off in a 

line towards Barentsburg after first 

having to pass a blood alcohol test.  In 

the beginning there were a lot of 

insecurities. There were lots of bumps 

in the road and for me, it was scary 

when the scooter swung both 

sideways, upwards and downwards. 

The view was fantastic all the way; 

white mountains, bare landscapes and 

some wild reindeer. It was just them 
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and us. With the exception of the 

scooters’ noises, it was completely 

quiet and peaceful. We had a couple of 

stops on the way to and from 

Barentsburg. Barentsburg is mainly 

inhabited by Ukrainian mineworkers, 

even though it is Russian. We were 

shown the entrance to their coal mine, 

which looked like a normal building. 

According to our guide, they use an 

elevator to go down to the mine itself, 

and it takes one hour in the elevator to 

get there. On the way back to 

Longyearbyen, we experienced what 

the guide called the «arctic silence». 

When we turned off our scooters, 

there was nothing to hear expect the 

howling of the wind. We also could see 

Svalbard’s mountains in the dark. 

There were many beautiful colours in 

the sky. When we arrived at the 

Guesthouse, it was too late to do 

anything originally planned on the 

course.  

Sunday, March 3, we started the day 

with DVI work. We were supposed to 

compete with each other. The group 

who could identify most PMs would 

win. We were  given a mock accident 

where a plane supposedly had crashed 

at a hotel where many Scandinavians 

died. We used about 6.5 hours on ID-

work. 

After this, we had two speakers. 

Opeyemi Folorunso Sigbeku talked 

about what it is like to be a forensic 

odontologist in Nigeria. Accidents in 

Nigeria are very messy, first and 

foremost because people react and do 

many different things, at the same 

time there is general lack of protocol. 

They also have a mentality where the 

identity of the deceased is thought to 

be no longer important as they are 

already dead. It is therefore easy to use 

mass graves and cover operations. 

There are many dead who are never 

found or identified. AM-journals are  

kept by the patients themselves, and 

not all of them visit the dentist on a 

regular basis. DVI in Nigeria lack 

organization , well-educated personnel, 

and necessary equipment. He hopes 

for help to build up forensic 

odontology in Nigeria and therefore 

make Nigeria more prepared for a 

future catastrophe should this happen. 

Then it was Selina Leow from Australia 

who shared what it is like to be a 

forensic odontologist in her country. 

Ninety five percent all the deceased in 

New South Wales have to go through 

Sydney mortuary for identification and 

processing. Pathologists, forensic 

odontologists, court rooms and the 

police are located in the same building. 

They have about 30 tables that are 

available at any time to be used for 

examination and identification. Like in 

many countries, there are problems 

with AM registrations, among other 

things, because of different journal 

systems and many handwritten 

journals. They use visual ID if this is 

possible, and then use dental ID when 

this is needed. All the deceased have 

CT’s taken and sometimes, they don’t 

even need to see the body. The 

forensic odontologists in Sydney and 

elsewhere in New South Wales are 

attached to the public health care. 

They have a group of forensic 

odontologists who are summoned 
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when needed, for example, in mass 

disasters. 

The participants who only signed up for 

the DVI part of this course had their 

last evening this day. Each lecturer 

received a little gift from the 

participants. We rounded up the DVI 

part of the course with dinner at Camp 

Barents and were served traditional 

food. We received some information 

about the northern lights and about 

Willem Barents’ journey to Svalbard. 

Outside the camp, 

there was a replica of 

the house he and his 

companions built in 

1596 to survive.  

We started Monday 

the 4th of March with 

dog sledging. We were 

outfitted in warm 

clothing, boots, gloves 

and caps. It was wonderful to meet the 

dogs. They each have their own 

doghouse and were very happy to get 

some attention from us. We put on 

their harnesses, attached them to the 

sled and, after receiving instructions, 

drove. There was no command for 

stop. One had to physically brake the 

sled, which turned out to be harder 

than it looked like. The dogs knew 

exactly where they were supposed to 

go, both on the way out and back. 

Some dogs were more disobedient 

than others, which created some funny 

situations. Dog sledding  is an absolute 

must for all dog lovers. 

This was the first day for the theme 

“age estimation”. We met the new 

participants who signed up only for this 

part. We looked through some cases 

and we had a go at some of them. 

Afterwards, we were shown some 

hand x-rays and estimated the age of 

these by using Greulich and Pyle 

method. Håkan introduced us to an 

Excel-file, which he himself has made, 

where we could use both hand x-ray 

and dental x-rays to get a more exact 

age estimation, including a probability 

score given in percent. Afterwards, 

Tore showed us how to write and 

formulate a good age estimation 

report. Svend showed us how the 

different Scandinavian countries 

practice age estimation of asylum 

seekers. Even though there is a lot of 

differences between the countries, all 

of them experience the same degree  

of problems.  Some people think that 

age estimation is not reliable or claim 

that it is unethical to do it. 

March 5, there was no communal  

arranged trip. Some of us took another 

dog sledging trip, some took a trip to 

downtown Longyearbyen, some went 

on a boat trip, and some drove by  

snow scooter to the east side of 

Svalbard. I chose to go on a hiking trip 

up Larsbreen (Lars glacier) to visit an 

ice cave that is around 500 meters 

above sea level. We had crampons, 

helmets and headlights to be able to 
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wander about safely up, down and 

inside the cave. The cave was quite 

narrow some places so we had to crawl 

or walk askew to be able to move on. It 

was a tiring trip, but definitely 

refreshing.  

Afterwards, we had some time on our 

own. Some of us were lucky and got to 

see Svalbard hospital and dental clinic, 

guided by dentist Solveig, who was also 

a participant of the course and who 

works there. There are quite a few 

challenges in Svalbard because the 

rights to free dental treatment are not 

so easy to define.  There are long 

waiting lists because of big treatment 

needs and lack of staff. The hospital 

and dental clinic are used mainly for 

acute treatments. When we were 

visiting, there were no patients 

overnight in the hospital. At the end of 

the day, we headed back to the 

Guesthouse to the course itself. We 

discussed other ways to estimate age, 

amongst others, by using different 

methods, like MRI or CT, and by using 

other parts of the body, such as the 

knee, the clavicle or the wrists. We can 

get a more exact age estimation by 

combining these methods with 

odontological ones. We were given 

back the age estimation papers we 

delivered during the first day, with 

some improvement points and 

comments from Tore. We ended the 

day with dinner downtown. 

Wednesday the 6th of March was the 

last day of the course. We gathered 

together to discuss the points we 

talked about the day before. It was 

pointed out that: 

 There are no huge differences in 

teeth development between ethnic 

groups, with the exception of 

South Africans 

 Results are better by combining 

dental age estimation with bone 

age estimation, but we have to 

make sure that each of the 

methods are reliable 

 We should use 

the method we are 

most acquainted with 

and which we can best  

defend and explain 

 We should use 

the method that suits 

the case best 

 We do age 

estimation and not age 

determination 

 There will 

always be individual 

variations. The age we can give is 

only an estimate of the real age.    

 We should rather use the term 

«approximately», or give a 

minimum/maximum number 

 Confidence Intervals are 

recommended in reports 
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 A good, well-experienced clinician 

can give a good visual assessment 

of the age, but the use of statistical 

methods can give extra weight to 

findings and conclusions 

 It is recommended to follow the 

AGFAD (Arbeitsgemeinschaft für 

Forensische Altersdiagnostik) 

recommendations for age 

estimation of youths and young 

adults 

We were given our diplomas at the end 

of the course. Then we each went 

home. In short, the course was exactly 

as expected, good professional 

content, good practical exercises, 

lovely meeting with new and old 

colleagues from many different 

countries and wonderful experiences 

and activities in beautiful surroundings. 

 

Thank you! 
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th INTERPOL Disaster 

Victim Identification 

Conference was held in 

Singapore, from 14 - 16 May 2019 and 

IOFOS was represented by the Vice-

President, Ruediger Lessig (Germany), 

and the General Secretary, Ricardo 

Henrique Alves da Silva (Brazil). 

The Forensic Odontology Subworking 

Group met on Monday, May 13th, for a 

full-day event and 65 participants from 

26 nations took part. The largest 

delegations came from Australia (13  

participants) and Indonesia (11 

participants). On this first day, 15 

lectures on various topics of 

identification were held, in particular 

from the perspective of past DVI 

missions. On May 14th, a half-day 

meeting took place and the 

representatives of the different nations 

reported about the working conditions 

for Forensic Odontologists in cases of 

mass disasters. 
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orensic Odontology is a branch 

which needs no introduction in 

today’s world because of its 

justice providing abilities, where the 

crime rate and mass disasters are 

increasing around the world. 

“Handbook of Forensic Odontology- An 

Indian Perspective” is a multi-author 

book which is aptly set for aspiring 

forensic researchers across the world 

and the book inculcates all the Forensic 

Odontology topics in brief yet touching 

all the minute aspects. The topics are 

covered keeping in mind the global 

scenario, which is seen through lens of 

an Indian perspective. This book pulls 

together the very latest research 

findings and advice on best practice 

and essential skills, including aspects of 

forensic science that provide a well-

rounded educational experience for 

the reader. 

The book covers all the topics starting 

from the “History of Forensic 

Odontology” to the “Scope & Future 

research”. This First edition provides 

comprehensive and up-to-date 

information involving all facets of 

F 

 

HANDBOOK OF FORENSIC 

ODONTOLOGY (I ST EDITION) 

  

Hitesh Kumar 

Department of 

oral Pathology 

and 

Microbiology & 

Forensic 

Odontology, 

National Dental 

College & 

Hospital, Dera 

Bassi, Punjab, 

India 

  

Sonal Dhingra 

Department of 

Public Health 

Dentistry, 

National Dental 

College & 

Hospital, Dera 

Bassi, Punjab, 

India 

“The good book is an investment in knowledge; always pays the 

best interest” 

Ben Franklin 

Authors of book: Dr. Aman Chowdhry (Chief), Dr. Priyanka Kapoor, Dr. 
Deepika BablaniPopli, Dr Hitesh Vij, Dr. Ruchieka Vij, Dr. O.P. Jasuja, Dr. 
Mousumi Goswami, Dr. Rajinder Singh, Dr. Deepika Mishra, Dr. Akanksha 
Juneja, Dr. Kirti Chawla. 
Publisher: Century Publications, New Delhi 
Language: English 
Format: Soft back / Hard Bound 
No. of pages: 190 
Size: 147mm x 225mm 
Year of publishing: 2018 
Price: Rs.390 / Rs. 490 
ISBN: 978-81-88132-84-3 / 987-81-88132-85-0 
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forensic dentistry and explores critical 

issues relating to the scientific 

principles supporting the field’s 

evaluations and conclusions. 

All 20 inter-disciplinary chapters are 

hand curated by team of forensic 

odontology scientists handpicked by 

Chief author and editor Dr. Aman 

Chowdhry, who is Professor at 

Department of Oral Pathology and 

Microbiology and Forensic Odontology, 

Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI), New Delhi. 

His passion towards subject reflects as 

you flip though pages cover to cover of 

book, and he has made sure that each 

chapter introduces the topic and 

discusses underpinning philosophies 

without being an exhaustive historical 

treatise. 

The content of the book is created by 

the veterans, like Dr OP Jasuja 

(Professor, Forensic Sciences at 

Sanskriti University) and Dr Aman 

Chowdhry. They along with Dr Priyanka 

Kapoor (Professor, Orthodontics at 

JMI) have broached the topic of 

Forensic Facial Reconstruction with a 

strong practical and research oriented 

approach.  A major segment of forensic 

identification comprises of age 

estimation from teeth which has been 

well documented by Dr Priyanka 

Kapoor, based on her knowledge, 

publications and research in the field of 

“Dental Age Estimation”. In addition, 

she has summarized a broad topic of 

“Bite mark analysis” comprehensively 

listing the documentation, evidence 

and reporting aspects, besides giving 

an overview of the role an orthodontist 

has in forensic on field operations. Dr 

Deepika Bablani Popli, who has also 

commendable work experience in 

gender determination from teeth and 

Craniofacial osteology and archeology 

application, has also shared her vast 

knowledge with readers of the book. 

Dr. Hitesh Vij and Dr Ruchieka Vij, have 

crafted the chapter “Methods of 

forensic identification including mass 

disasters”. The literature about the role 

of DNA technology in Forensic 

Odontology has been extensively 

drafted by Dr. Rajinder Singh of Punjabi 

University, Patiala. He  who holds a 

PhD in this field. Various Other 

researchers including Dr. Deepika 

Mishra (AIIMS), Dr. Akanksha Juneja 

(JMI), Dr. Kirti Chawla (JMI) have 

contributed to making the book worth 

reading. 

The content of chapters is written in a 

very formal yet easily understandable 

way, as a matter of fact, it seemed to 

me like the content orates itself while 

reading. Overall style of the book is 

very comfortable to the reader. 

This book should be added to the 

forensic library of every Forensic 

Research Organization to encourage 

more budding researchers to take up 

the subject. This compilation of 

knowledge should be shared for 

opening future avenues in the field. 

Overall, the book satisfies the hunger 

for knowledge and aspires one to 

contribute with an impact to the world 

of forensic odontology research. 

Key Features of book: 

• Covers the fields of forensic 

odontology (skills, legal 

aspects, legal precedents, 
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report writing, expert witness 

testimony, etc) as per Indian 

set up. 

• Provides a comprehensive 

review of forensic odontology, 

including newer and 

unexplored topics like role of 

DNA and Photography in 

forensic odontology. Here I 

would like to have a special 

mention of Chapter on Role of 

Dentist in Child Abuse and 

Neglect by Dr Mousumi 

Goswami, which has a section 

on “Avert the abuse”. 

• First hand experiences have 

been compiled on complex 

topics like forensic facial 

reconstruction and skull 

osteology. 

• Includes numerous 

illustrations, including charts 

and graphs, along with 

coloured and Black & White 

images.  

Overall this is a recommended 

purchase, especially for those looking 

for an up to date assessment of the 

position of forensic odontology from 

an Indian perspective. This book will be 

a welcome addition to forensic libraries 

all over the world. 
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17th National Conference of the Indian Association of Forensic Odontology (New 

Delhi, India) 

Date: September 21-22, 2019 

More info: https://iafodelhi2019.com/  

  

 

AuSFO Symposium 2019, (Sydney, Australia) 

Date: October 24 – 26, 2019 

More info: https://www.ausfo.org.au/events/ausfo-symposium-2019/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

As an IOFOS 

member you are 

invited to 

announce your 

forensic dentistry 

meeting. For more 

information please 

write to the IOFOS 

newsletter editor at: 

 

 vodanovic@sfzg.hr     
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