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The education of dentists who plan to become forensic odontologists in collecting, managing, 
analyzing, and reporting bitemark evidence has evolved from being virtually non-existent when the 
first bitemark case was brought before the US court system in 1954 to its current status. Formal 
bitemark evidence education in the USA began in earnest only after forensic odontology was 
established as a branch of forensic science upon the formation of the Odontology Section of the 
American Academy of Forensic Sciences and the American Society of Forensic Odontology in the 
early 1970s and the American Board of Forensic Odontology in 1976. Conceptualized at the meetings 
of these groups, the pioneers of forensic odontology education organized short courses and symposia 
that included bitemark evidence instruction. Later, longer and more detailed instruction in the 
management of bitemark evidence became part of weeklong courses and ultimately a one-year and 
then two-year long fellowship in forensic odontology. The philosophy and the content of education 
courses in bitemark evidence also evolved from those early years. This evolution was and is, in part, a 
result of the natural maturation of a novel field, but without doubt, was also motivated by the need to 
add discipline, common sense, and appropriate science to a nascent field that was, in the opinions of 
many, prematurely thrust into the legal system. The changes both influenced and were guided by the 
evolving standards and guidelines published by the American Board of Forensic Odontology. This 
presentation details that evolution and documents the changes that have occurred in the USA in 
teaching the principles and methodology of managing bitemark evidence.  
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