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ABSTRACT 
Introduction: Domestic violence is a silent cycle of physical, 
emotional and verbal abuse that affects victims physically and 
emotionally.  Anyone  may  be  a  perpetrator  or  a  victim 
regardless of race, ethnicity, socioeconomical class, age, sexual 
and  gender  identity  although  usually  incidents  of  domestic 
violence are perpetrated by men against women. Since most of 
the  victims  sustain  injuries  in  the  head  and neck  area,  it  is 
crucial for all dentists to be aware of the signs and symptoms of 
domestic  violence.  Dental  staff ’s  contribution  is  of  a  major 
importance since they may motivate patients to seek for help 
before life-threatening injuries occur. However a small number 
of dental professionals are able to detect and report cases of 
abuse  due  to  minimal  training  or  lack  of  knowledge  and 
awareness. 
Purpose:  The  purpose  of  this  study  was  to  appraise  the 
competence of Greek dentists in recognizing and responding 
domestic violence victims.                                                                                                                   
Ma te r i a l  a n d  m e t h o d s :  An  anonymous  ident ica l 
questionnaire  was  completed  by  50  dentists.  Demographic 
characteristics of all the participants as well as years of practice 
were  collected  and  categorized.  In  order  to  appraise  their 
knowledge and ability to detect and report domestic violence 
injuries  the  respondents  were  asked  several  questions.  In 
particular  questions  concerning  the  location,  differential 
diagnosis,  documentation  and  respond  of  the  injuries  were 
asked. Moreover dentists’ awareness of patient’s motivation to 
seek for help and support was evaluated. Statistical analysis of 
the  data  performed  with  STATISTICA 10.  Software.                                                                                                       
Results: The majority of the dentists were aware that victims 
sustain injuries in the head and neck area. A high percentage of 
dentists consider themselves unable to detect signs of domestic 
abuse, and only few of them have reported or referred those 
cases.                                                                                             
Conclusion: Dentists in Greece should be better educated in 
relation  to  domestic  violence  victims  screening.  Adequate 
knowledge  concerning  handling  of  such  cases  should  be 
provided through continuing education courses.
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